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tough little things.
A trawl through my jazz

collection saw the Quad’s
comfortably at home with both Miles
Davis and Chet Baker on vinyl.The
sheer intimacy of small ensemble
brings out a very musical and
communicative sound in the Quads.
‘Kind Of Blue’ was a revelation when
price is considered. Phrases were

beautifully rendered and there’s an
overall sense of presence and
immediacy that’s almost addictive.
Again, if pushed, the 11Ls will take
it, but a slight edge creeps into the

midrange. Overall, though, they
have an accurate and precise

sound that will bring hours
of involving listening.

The 11Ls can be
easily summarised -
they’re a bargain!
Detail, speed and
presence is up there
with the best
bookshelf designs of
at least twice the

price.The
competition’s good at

this price point but the
IILs are in a different ball

park. Nothing I can think of
comes near to them when it
comes to sheer quality of build -
in this respect you could say they
are underpriced.
The likes of Mission’s 780 have a

similar neutrality and speed but the
Quads have that extra touch of
monitor-like finesse that brings them
out of the midprice bracket and into
the upper echelons of audiophilia, just
as the Wharfedale Diamonds belie
their humble price tag. I’d go one step
further and say that the 11Ls beat
the Diamonds in terms of value for
money.

As for downsides, it’s difficult to
find any.When fed with duff rock
recordings, the midrange could
become a tad shouty, especially when
pushed, but this is about all.They are
also fairly hungry when it comes to
power, needing a good 60W per
channel or thereabouts. Such
comments are a bit churlish, though.
Put the 11Ls in front of any
experienced listener, with a good
recording (or a bad one for that
matter), and ask them to put a price
to both the sound and the finish and
I would guarantee even the most
parsimonious would guess at least
£300 over top.

The 11Ls will be joined later in
the year by a larger standmount, plus
two floorstanders and a centre
speaker, so all bodes well for a
cracking range.That battalion of
cabinet polishers in China will be
busy for some time to come I
suspect.
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World Verdict

Pretty much sets a new

standard at the price.

The gorgeous looking

11L is also a sophis-

ticated and neutral

sounding winner. A bit of

a bargain.

£
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MEASURED PERFORMANCE

Nice smooth, even reproduction of a
pink noise test signal suggested the
11 Ls would measure well – and they
did.The Kevlar drive unit of this
‘speaker has a controlled, resonance
free output that makes for a smooth
response, up to the point where it
meets the tweeter.The two match
up seamlessly, with no trace of a
crossover dip to soften the sound or
remove detail.The soft dome
tweeter continues smoothly up to
20kHz.

With few peaks or dips and an
almost ruler flat trace right across
the audio band Quad’s 11L is
certainly an accurate loudspeaker.
Subjectively it may sound a little light
or bright in general balance, except
in a well furnished room. It will also
sound detailed and coloration free.

At low frequencies the 11L rolls
down smoothly, suggesting it is best
placed close to a rear wall.The two
rear ports are tuned to 51Hz, which
is quite high. Bass will likely sound
firm and fast, rather than big or low.

As a load, the Quads measure
out at 6ohms overall.With a four
ohm bass driver and eight ohm
tweeter this is expected and in line
with current design convention.
Sensitivity was good at 87dB SPL
from a nominal watt of input (i.e.
2.8V) and there was little
reactance in the load to
upset amplifier feedback.

The Quads measured
well in all areas.They are a
very well executed piece of
design work, but the balance
will be on the light/fast side

of things. NK
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